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Top 100 Artworks

Pablo Dilet (IT)

Steve McPherson (UK)

Swaantje Güntzel (DE)

A POEM AGAINST PLASTIC WASTE…

ABSENT HISTORIES

PLASTISPHERE

The artist reflects on one of the most famous Italian poem in 
the world, “The Infinito” by Giacomo Leopardi. At the end of 
this poem you can read “… and sinking in this sea is sweet to 

me”. The poem takes us to imagine and dream about beauty. 
Therefore, the artist decided to create this artwork modifying 

Leopardi’s poem: “Sinking in this sea is (not) sweet to me”. 
Pablo focuses on the pure water and on its opposite, plastic. 

The artwork represents a boat that wrecks in a plastic sea. 
www.pablodilet.com

Since 2007 the artist’s primary source materials have been 
the plastics washing ashore on the UK coast . While it is 

impossible to ignore the environmental concerns present in his 
work, Steve draws analogies with his practice akin to the role 

of archaeologist/collector/and paradoxical treasure hunter. 
Each artwork of this continuing series of colour field 

collections contains unaltered marine plastic objects found 
between 1994 an 2017. www.stevemcpherson.co.uk

This work addresses the alienated relationship between humanity 
and nature. The artist exposes the inconsistencies of actions and the 
hypocrisy of a value system, drawing attention to the exploitation of 
the environment in the industrialized global economy. For almost 10 
years she has been dealing with the various facets of anthropogenic 

pollution of the oceans with an emphasis on phenomena such as 
the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, the emergence of the plastisphere 
and microplastics. Much of her work is inspired by scientific research. 

www.swaantje-guentzel.de

Tamara Zecevic (RS)

PACKED SEA

In a near future – humankind did not stop polluting. Some 
of the people gave their best, but it was too late and nothing 
could be done anymore. The sea gave life first, yet it was the 
first starting to die. Only then people realised what they had 

done. One company got a special permission to make a pro-
duct – Packed Sea. In order to feel and smell the sea people 

are going to stores and buy this commercial good.
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Patrick Demazeau (FR)

Caro Krebietke (DE)

Marillina Fortuna (IT)

Ophelia Jacarini (FR)

“A GOOD BLOW OF BROOMS!”

MANDRA

I FOUND YOU

MILANO, VICINA ALL’EUROPA

This is an awakening message about the state of the current 
ground - with its various types of pollution – of water, air, and 
about the urgency to preserve our environment. The artwork was 
realised during a three-week residency at the Eco Park at the Na-
tional Museum of Marine Sciences and Technology. Many people 
came with friends or families to take pictures. The artist collected 
more than 1000 photos on the internet and made a notebook to 
show the joy of these Taiwanese people. www.nature.art.free.fr

The video documents a performance under water, realized 
in September 2017 in Chiessi, Italy. On 10 January 1972 the 
cargo vessel “Elviscott”is on its way from Naples to Marseille. 
During a heavy storm, it hits the Ogliera cliffs and sinks. The 
huge wreck has become a paradise for submarine life. A 
great diversity of plants covers it and swarms of small fishes 
drifting around. The floating text, a poem by Triin Soomets, is 
a call to the spirit of the ship and its different existence a long 
time ago. www.carokrebietke.com

The plan of Milan is meant both as a topographic repre-
sentation and as a biological element. In the latter sense, it 
seems projected towards the topics characterizing Expo
2015: Moving To The Future, taking a look at its past with 
the water of its Navigli (Leonardo da Vinci‘s project), its trees, 
lawns, lands: A new way, starting from the ‚Waters‘, especially.
www.marillinafortuna.it

The artist creates art installations that challenge perceptions 
of the body, energy, time and space. A 2m diameter embroi-
dered circle hangs from the ceiling, so the piece is constantly 
turning. The artist imagined a moving sculpture based on the 
idea of relaxing the mind with water: “I don’t have the pre-
tension to say I’m going to save people from cancer or any 
kind of sickness with this artwork but at least if they can feel 
relaxed and calm by looking at my installation, then I will feel 
that I have accomplished my goal.” www.ophelia-jacarini.com
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Artist in Residence

“As an art happening project, we want to create a huge 
labyrinth made of plastic waste cubes. This eco-art project 
consists of a huge labyrinth made of 50x50cm plastic waste 
cubes with the help of the audience on the square in front of 
the Basilica in Budapest, Hungary. People can enter and then 
get lost in there, for all the goal is to find the way out. 	

This artwork is not using words but instead the “sound of 
junks”. It is meant to make people aware of the urgency for 
a global reaction to prevent an upcoming and irreversible 
climate change. During workshops, the artists like to break 
the barrier of fear. Participants can discover experimental and 
contemporary music as well as art, entering a fascinating 
world of sounds, made with the mouth, breath, sound-ima-
ging and repetition of phrases. A video refers to the Dadaist 
manifest of Hugo Ball and is musically based on the use of 
compositional technique close to minimalism and the spirit of 
assumptions of John Cage’s indeterminism.

With this, we represent the urgent necessity of finding a way 
out together of our real common plastic pollution problem on 
planet Earth. During the labyrinth-journey, we have time to 
think through the whole problem circle.” 
– Júlia Végh and Erika Kraponczai.

Júlia Végh (HU) and Erika Kraponczai (HU)

PLASTIC CUBE LABYRINTH
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Denise Frechet (CA)

Daria Wartalska (PL) and Reiner Maria Matysik (DE)

PLASTICOS MULTICOLORUS

THE SEA IN THE CITY

The work consists of plastic bags, plastic bottles, polyurethane 
foam and hangers; 100 x 179 x 28 cm. The globe’s diameter 
is 30 cm, it should be presented on a plinth or a table. 
The Plasticos Multicolorus is composed of a globe, showing 
the location of the plastic sea, a bird feeding on plastic debris 
and a mock press release describing its discovery. This makes 
us reflect upon the fate of birds and shows ways to recycle 
this garbage. www.denise-frechet.com

Urban fountains are changed into moving garbage and no 
one noticed the beauty of the sea… Such was the sad story 
of the sea, which for a while would become an artist and 
show the audience in the cover of famous sculptures of urban 
fountains. 
“We are a lifetime artistic and design duo. For the first time, 
we perform with a joint project because we have both been 
involved in work with sustainability and ecology for years. We 
both are trying to deepen ecological awareness through our 
work.” - Daria Wartalska and Reiner Maria Matysik

Claire Krouzecky (AU)

BAD LUCK AT SEA

The works is made of glass, paper, sea salt, Indian Yellow 
pigment, 85,000 water drops from the Indian Ocean, 2014; 
glass blown by Brandon Scientific Glass. The artist proposes to 
re-create this artwork each time it is exhibited in a new country, 
for a series of other endangered bird species native or local to 
the exhibition locations. The physical characteristics of each of 

these birds, as well as their known surviving populations will de-
termine the sizes of the glass balloons and the hues of pigment 

chosen for each iteration. www.clairekrouzecky.com
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Pawel Blecki (PL) in collaboration with Prof. Marek Krajewski

TEMPORARY DENSITY OF MATTER

This work intends to comprise a number of sculptures, photo-
graphs and mobile installations. Objects are inspired by folk 
art, its form plays a significant role. Apart from the symbolic 
character, the joint work of its makers is important being a so-
cial consolidation for the sake of the common good. The artist 
activates local communities, inviting them to create together 
objects and reminding them of their cultural heritage. 
www.pawelblecki.com

Richard Dawson (UK)

Kyna Hodges (UK)

THERE IS NO AWAY (OR JUST A DROP IN THE OCEAN)

PLASTIC IN THE OCEAN… PLASTIC IN OUR BODIES

This kinetic sculpture made of reclaimed materials continuous-
ly cycles (and fails to recycle) shredded plastic bottles creating 

an attractive and hypnotic movement, a waterfall of plastic. 
T.I.N.A. appears to be a functional recycling machine 

rotating the waste material in a loop. It is analogous to the 
act of dumping plastic into recycling bins. The artwork is a 

work in progress and will be exhibited at Gallery Oldham as 
part of Natural: History, an exhibition exploring the Anthro-

pocene and the loss of biodiversity.  www.arbarus.co.uk

The sculpture in form of a death mask establishes a resonan-
ce between form and material. The plastic material refers to 

the meaning of making life easier. There is a growing body of 
research revealing that it is not just a durable inert substance 

but in fact one which is harmful as deadly chemicals leach 
into our food and bodies via the food chain. ‘Leach’ plays 

with the double-natured qualities of plastic, and our relation-
ships with it by turning melted plastic packaging cast into 

death masks.  www.kyna-hodges.squaresace.com
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Partners

Foundation Entrepreneurship

EUCC-D

Centrum Rzezby Polskiej w Oronsku

Hybridart Management

Berlin, Germany

Rostock, Germany

Oronsko, Poland

Budapest, Hungary

The Foundation for Entrepreneurship 
aspires to create a worldwide vivid en-
vironment for the culture and initiatives 

of entrepreneurship.
www.entrepreneurship.de

The EUCC-D promotes coastal 
management dedicated to sustaining 
healthy seas and attractive coasts for 

both people and nature.
www.eucc-d.de

The Center of Polish Sculpture in 
Orońsko is a museum and art center 

and established a wide array of artistic 
events, studios and exhibition sites.

www.rzezba-oronsko.pl

Hybridart Management is an art and 
design management agency fostering 
cultural dialogues with international 

artists.
www.hybridart.hu

The project was initiated by The Institute for Art and Innovation e.V. that explores and promotes art and 
innovation as a means to foster social impact and change. www.art-innovation.org

ALMA MATER STUDIORUM
UNIVERSITÀ DI BOLOGNA

We especially thank our international forward-thinking partners network. 
As it is growing fastly, please have a look at our website: www.universal-sea.org
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Call to Action

What do
YOU do 

to solve the 
plastic epidemic?

Send your ideas and suggestions to team@universal-sea.org
Promote them on our platform www.universal-sea.org/write-a-post



The Universal Sea - Pure or Plastic?! pushes forward solutions that fight the plastic 
epidemic in the waters. Therefore, we explore new collaboration models between 
art, science, technology and business, together with the public - building a strong 

network of innovators and change-leaders.

www.universal-sea.org


